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WILLIAM MANKINS HOUSE
HABS,

DC,

1411 35th 3treet, N.W., {(Georgetown) GEO,
Washington, D.C. 126~

Present Owner and Qccupant: Anne Heard and William Perry Flythe {(1969).

Present Use:

Private residence {19569).

Significance: A much remcdellsd nineteenth-century house,

PART I.

this was the home of both a well-kKnown
worker for women's rights and a famous
newspaper columnist.

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

A,

Physical History:

1.

Date of erection: ca. 1834-1843., In 1834, Joshua Bateman
bought Lot 95 for $200. In June L1843 he sold the northern
part of the property to William Mankins for 3$450. This
difference in pprice may indicate that the house was »uilit in
1543,

Architect: None known.

Original and subsequent owners: The bhuilding is located in
Square 1246, Lot 852 in Washington D.C. {formerly Square 76,
Lot 95 in Threlkeld's Addition to Georgetown). 1Its original
address was 68 Fayette Street. The folilowing ls an
incompliete chain of title to the land on which the structiure
stands. Reference is to the offiece of the Recorder of Deeds,
Washington, D.C.

1834 John Baker, John €ox and wife Jane, Mary:-Grayson,
Jeremiah W, Bronaugh Lo Joshua 3ateman
Deed March 12, 1834 Recoprded July 7, 1334
Liber W.3. 51, feolio 29

1843 Joshua Bateman and wife, Jane,te William Mankins

Deed June 13, 1843 Recorded June 27, 1843

Liber W.B. 101, folio 362

"Conveys northern part of Lot 95 in Threlkeld's
Additicn to Georgetown..,..
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William Mankins and wife, Bridget to Eugene A, Shekell
Deed of Trust August 10, 1880 Recorded August 20, 18890
Liber %50, folio 61

Mankins used the northern portion of Lot
95-—~-together with improvements and easements to
borrow $600.

Release of above trust
Recorded June 28, 1885
Liber 1120, folio 8

William Mankins and wife, Bridget to Lewis C. Kengla
Deed in Trust, March 26, 1885 Recorded March 28, 1885
Liber 1120, folic §

"Tn trust for scle use and benefit of Mary A.
Johnson, her heirs, fres from all obligations of her
present or any future husband."

Lewis C. Kengla, Tr. Mary A. Johnson and husband,
James to Mary H. Forrest

Deed November 1, 1886 Recorded November 11, 1886
Liver 1215, folio 363

Mary H. Forrest died intestate October 9, 18498,
leaving as her sole nheirs-at-law, her nineg children:

Joseph fForrest - died 1903 intestats
James K. Forrest - died 1908 intestate
Mary H. Forrest
Rosalie A. Forrest
rene E. D, Forrest
Zdwin Forrest
Thomas R. Keith Forrest
Bladen Forrest
Albert Dulaney Forrest

By zourt order property was partitioned and trustees,
Justin Morril Chamberlin and Oscar Luckett, were
appointed to sell property.

Equity 26248 Supreme Court of the District of
Columbhia January 27, 1908
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Justin Morriil Chamberlin, Tr., Oscar Luckett, Tz,
to Thomas R. Keith Forrest

Deed July 23, 1909

Liber 3259, folic 117

" ..improved by frame dwelling No. 1411 35th Street

193¢ Thomas R. ¥eith Forrest died August 3, 1930, leaving
the property to his wife, Mary .M. Forrest.
Will February 1L, 1930, Procated Dscember 3, 1930
Will 3ook 166, page 57

b

1040 Marie Moore Forvest (aka Mary H.M. Porrest and Mary
Henderson Hoore Forrest) to Margaret 3. Weiler
Teed Septemder 24, 1940, Recorded September 30, 1940
Liver 7526, folio 30k

l_l
o]
=
LA

¥argaret 3. Weller to George W. 3urgess and wile,
aelen L., terants by a2ntirety

Deed July 30, 1943, Recorded Suly 30, 1343

Liver 7881, folio LIS

1930 Gzorge W. Burgess and wife Helen L., tenants oy
entirety, o Rowland Zvans, Jr. and wife, Katherine W. ,

tenants by entirety
Dead Decenber 1, 1950, Re<corded Decemper 19, 1950
Liper 9369, folio 263

1956 owland Tvans, Jr. and wife, Xatherine W., %tenants by
aptirety, To Far Hilis Company, a oody cormorate, duly
incernoratad wynder laws o7 wae 3Ztate of Jelaware
Deed June 15, 1956, Reccrded June 20, 195€

lio

1953 Tar Hills Company 1o Agnes M lercar
Zead Decemper 13, 1958, Recorced December 23, 1953
tiber 11i0%, follo Szl

196. Agnes 1, Clark (formerly 2gnes M.Mercer) and husband,

-

. Harrison Clark to Anne dsard Flythe
Deed January €3, 1961, Recorded January 27, 1961
Liber 113547, folin 526

L., Alterations and additions: This was originally a btwo-story Irame
house with a orick basement. In the late nineteenth century, 35th
Street was lowered, arsating a three-story building. During the 15u0s
the house was renovatad Yy c¢wners Mrs., Margaret Weller and ir., and
Mrs. George Burgess. Resal sestate records of 1948 describe the
exterior of the structure as "Frame-Pebble Dash'.
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Historical Events and Persons Connected with the 3Siructure:

William Mankins wes a fisherman wno later operated an "oyster
saloon" on Bridge Street for a time and then moved the
establishment teo Potomac 3treet. Apparently, for one year, 1866,
his restaurant was in his home, for the city directory of that
year lists beside his name, "restaurant &4 Fayette Street.”

(City Directories)

The house itself iz described as "two-story frame briek" in the
tax assessment records of 1865-70. In fact, two such houses are
noted as belonging to Mankins. One was valued at 3600 and the
other at $1200, but in the following vear they increased in value
ta $700 and $1500. Tax records pegirning in 1872 indicate one
sum of‘$2200 for the value of the improvements without describing
the houses. (Record Group 351, Records of the City of Georgetown
(D.C.J)). After selling the house in 1885, Mankins moved next door
to 1409 35th Street. It is possible that this was one of the
buildings mentioned in the tax records.

Mary H. Forrest never lived at 1411 35th Streset, but apparently
bought it as a rental investment. Thomas Randolph Keith who
bought the property in 1508, was a lawyver with the U.3. Pension
Office. (The Evening Star) In 1927, Forrest and his wife, Marie
M., moved from the family home on N Street to the nouse at 1411
35th 3treet. After Forrest's death, in August 1930, the property
wag inherited oy his wife, Mary H. M. Forrest (Marie Moors
Forrest) whe continued to live there until 1940.

Marie Mocre Forrsst was a well-kmown figure in Weshington. She
Was an advocate of women's rights and a founder of the National
HJoman's Pariy. Jhe was active in @any <¢ivic organizations. She
helped to develop the community drama movament in Washington,
directing drama and pageants for the city for aimost 25 years.
Buring the {irst World War she was called to other parts of the
country to stage commemorative pageants. (The Evening Star),

Rowland Evans, Jr. oought the property in 1950 and lived in the
house until 1956. At this time Evans was a correspondent for the
Asscciated Press. He was later a staff member of The New York
Herald Tribune and a syndicated columnist. (Who's Who in
America; Time),
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ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION

A.

General Statement:

1.

2.

Architectural Character: Originally a two-story frame house
wWwith a brick basement, the house became three stories high
with the lowering of 35th Street. Because of the change in
materials beneath the stucco covering, the upper floors
overhang the first floor by several inches.

Condition of fabrigc: Good, well -maintained.

Description of Exterior:

1.

h

Overall dimensions: Approximately 21' by 36'. Three bays
across 35th Street facade. Three stories high.

Foundations: Brick and stone.

Wall construction: Brick first floor, frame above, stucco
over all.

Porches: The front porch has a gabled roof supported by
square chamfered wood columns, two horizontal flat rails at
each side, and a brick floor. It is all obviously of
mid-twentieth century construction. There i3 a large rec¢ent
redwood deck at the rear forming the roof of the basement
laundry roonm and covering a large areaway as well.

Chimneys: One large brick chimney in the approximate center
of the house, and cne smalier brick flue in the nortaeast
corner of the main block of the house.

Cpenings:

a. Doors and doorways: The front door has six raised panels
and is simply trimmed. Thers are sliding aluminum and
glass doors from the sitting room to the rear deck, and
several glazed wood doors from varicus service areas Lo
the exterior.

b. Windows and shutters: Six~over-six-light double hung
wood sash on the 35th Street facade; a variety of double
hung wood sash on the south and esast facades. Windows on
the west front have louvered wood shutters.
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Roof:

a. Snape and covering: Gable witn ridge running

north-south, shed pitched to east across rear. Painted
metal covering.

b, FPFraming: Wood.

a. Cornice: Thers is no cornice, simply a hung metal gutter.

¢. Description of Interior:

1.

Floor plan:

2., The first floor, criginally the basement, nas an '
antry-stair hall in the southwest corner, a llprarylln
the northwest corner, a dining room in the scutheast
corner, and a series of small kitchen and 3service rooms

extending to the norntwest.

5. The second floor has a stairhall in the southwest corner,
and a sitting room in the northeast corner, with an
eating area and bar across the east end.

loor aas a vath and stairhall in the

2
i

m do by g
2. The thir

scuthwest corner, and 2 dedroom iz the nertawsst corner,
a bedrocom in the soubheast corner, and = bath in the
a0rTneast corner

Stairways: Z2oth stairs are straiznt run with winders at the
tor. There are plain round handrails and simple sguare
palusters,

Flooring: Random width pine on the third {loor,
twentliefn-century oak strip and carpe: on tae second floor,

and presilient flooring and carpet on the first floor,

Wall and c¢eiling finish: Plaster, painted. The dining rooam
i3 panellad with vertical boards,

Doors and doorways: There are several early doors with six
panels and no mouldings, some =arly deors with six raised
panels and ovolo moldings, some batten doors, and some
twentiseth-century six-raised-panel doors.
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Decorative features and trim: There are several notable
mantelpieces in the house, which are probably replacements.
The one in the first floor library has plain pilasters
supporting an entablature wnich has two swags in gouge work
leading to a compositien bouquet in the center; there are two
composition figures of "Graces" in the impost blocks, and
both the bed molding and shelf edge are composed of coves and
beads. The nearth and surround are of black stuecco. The
fireplace in the second floor pedrcom has a simple molded
architrave supporting a resded panel with flat brackets on
eacn side, a punch-and-gouge dentil ved mold, and a

cove -molded shelf. The nearth and surrocund are of black
slate, and there is a cast-iron fireback. The fireplace in
the third floor front bedroom has a simple molded surround, a
quirked ¢yma reversa bed mold, and a plain shelif. The hearth
is orick and ithe surround is stucco. Some of the trim in the
front rooms is of early-to~-mid-nineteenth century design.
There is mid-twentieth century trim work throughtout.

Bardware: There are a few cast iron ooXx primlocks with their
original brass knobs and trademark plates. Some doors pave
early wrought-iron ninges, and the closet doors in the second
floor bedroom have hinges with elaborate surface-mounted
leaves.

Mechanical Equipment:

a. Heating: Radiators, boiler on first floor.

b. Lighting: Mid-twentieth century incandescsnt.

Site:

General setting and orientation: Located on the =zast side of
35th 3Street, the house 1s set back from the sidewalk by a
small front yard, slightly dee¢er than mosit of its

neighbors. The nelghborhood is composed of well -maintained
houses of similar scale and quality.

Enclosures: Low Iron fence encloses the front yard, board
fence encloses the rear.

Walks: Brick, concrete, flagstone.




WILLIAM MANKINS HOUSE
HABS No. DC~-190 (Page 10)

Landscaping: The small front vard has simple foundation
planting around a brick paved area; the rear yard has
somewhatbt over-scaled planting beyond the redwood deck which
opens off the second floor sitting room.

Prepared by The Office of
Wwalter G. Peter, Jr., AIA
Architect
December 17, 1968
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PART ITI. PROJECT INFORMATION

These records were prepared as part of a project to record structures
in the western part ¢of the Georgetown Historic District in
Washington, D.C. The project was conducted by the Commission of Fine
Arts with the cooperation of the Historic fmerican Buildings Survey.
The resulting documentation was donated fto HABS by the Commission and
published in 197C in HABS Selecticns Number &, "Georgestown
Architecture - Northwest: Northwest Washington, District of
Columbia®. HResearch for tThe project was conducted by wvolunteers
under the supervision of Ms. Nancy Black, staff member of the
Commission of Fine Arts. Arechitectural information was prepared by
the Office of Walter G. Peter, Jr.. The photographs were taken by J.
Alexander, The data was edited and prepared for transmittal to the
Library of Congress by HABS architectural historian BEmily J. Harris
in 1979.




